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3
Definitions and abbreviations

3.1
Definitions

For the purposes of the present document, the following definitions apply:

Architecture:  The organisational structure of a system or component, their relationships, and the principles and guidelines governing their design and evolution over time. 

Closed interfaces: Privately controlled system/subsystem boundary descriptions that are not disclosed to the public or are unique to a single supplier. 

De facto standard:  A standard that is widely accepted and used but that lacks formal approval by a recognised standards organisation.

Interface standard: A standard that specifies the physical or functional interface characteristics of systems, subsystems, equipment, assemblies, components, items or parts to permit interchangeability, interconnection, interoperability, compatibility, or communications. 

Interoperability:  The ability of two or more systems or components to exchange data and use information.

Intra-operability: The ability to interchange and use information, functions and services among components within a system.

IRPAgent: The IRPAgent encapsulates a well-defined subset of network (element) functions.  It interacts with IRPManagers using an IRP.  From the IRPManager’s perspective, the IRPAgent behaviour is only visible via the IRP. 

IRPManager: The IRPManager models a user of the IRPAgent and it interacts directly with the IRPAgent using the IRP.  Since the IRPManager represents an IRPAgent user, they help delimit the IRPAgent and give a clear picture of what the IRPAgent is supposed to do. From the IRPAgent perspective, the IRPManager behaviour is only visible via the IRP.

IRP Information Model: An IRP Information Model consists of an IRP Information Service and a Network Resource Model (see below for definitions of IRP Information Service and Network Resource Model).

IRP Information Service: An IRP Information Service describes the information flow and support objects for a certain functional area, e.g. the alarm information service in the Fault Management area. As an example of support objects, for the Alarm IRP there is the "alarm information" and "alarm list".

IRP Solution Set: An IRP Solution Set is a mapping of the IRP Information Service to one of several technologies (CORBA/IDL, SNMP/SMI, CMIP/GDMO etc.). An IRP Information Service can be mapped to several different IRP Solution Sets. Different technology selections may be done for different IRPs.

Management Infrastructure: The collection of systems (computers and telecommunications) a UMTS Organisation has in order to manage UMTS.

Market Acceptance: Market acceptance means that an item has been accepted in the market as evidenced by annual sales, length of time available for sale, and after-sale support capability. 

Modular: Pertaining to the design concept in which interchangeable units are employed to create a functional end product. 

Module: An interchangeable item that contains components. In computer programming, a program unit that is discrete and identifiable with respect to compiling, combining with other modules, and loading is called a module. 

Network Resource Model (NRM): A protocol independent model describing managed objects representing network resources, e.g. an RNC or NodeB.
Open Specifications:  Public specifications that are maintained by an open, public consensus process to accommodate new technologies over time and that are consistent with international standards.

Open Standards: Widely accepted and supported standards set by recognised standards organisation or the commercial market place. These standards support interoperability, portability, and scalability and are equally available to the general public at no cost or with a moderate license fee. 
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